August 17, 2009
Fritz Erickson
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
1201 S. State St., CSS 310
Big Rapids, MI 49307-2737
Dear Dr. Erikson:
I have been asked by Ms. Janel DePew to write this letter in support of her application for the position of Executive Secretary to the Provost/VP (#A10231) here at Ferris State University, and it is a pleasure to do so. I have known Ms. DePew for several years, both in her position on the support staff here in the School of Education, and in her most recent position as a Communications and Data Specialist at the University of Michigan-Flint. 
Janel DePew is a highly-disciplined, intelligent, dedicated and hard working professional.  Her work as a member of the support staff here in the School of Education was always of the highest quality. Her sense of humor and easy-going attitude made her a favorite among faculty, staff and students alike. Not only did she often demonstrate exceptional independence and creativity in fulfilling her prescribed duties, she was known for her keen insight and willingness to “go above and beyond the call of duty,” often taking the initiative to attend to many important details sometimes overlooked by her immediate supervisor, faculty and others with whom she worked. 
Ms. Janel DePew is an exceptional candidate for the position of Executive Secretary to the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs. She would bring a wealth of invaluable experience and an impressive set of skills and competencies across a wide-range of disciplines to the position.  Of all the secretaries and support staff with whom I have worked in my last 30+ years in higher education, I would definitely rank her in the top five! She comes to you with my very highest recommendation.
Sincerely,

Leonard R. Johnson, Ph.D.

Professor of Education, and Chair
University Curriculum Committee
