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August 13, 2009

RE:  Janel Depew – Application for Executive Secretary to the Provost/VP #A10231


To Whom It May Concern:

I am delighted to be able to write this letter of recommendation and support for Ms. Janel Depew, in her application at Ferris State University for the Executive Secretary to the Provost/VP #A10231 position.  I have know and overseen Ms. Depew for over eight years, at Ferris State University, when I was Director for Teacher Education, in the COE, and for the past five years at UM-Flint, when she reported directly to me, as Dean.

Janel has many wonderful talents and abilities, so many, in fact, that when I joined UM-Flint, I recruited her to fill our Communications and Data Specialist position in the School of Education.  And I am now sorry to see her leave this position, but understand the nature of advancement, as is well due her.

Ms. Depew’s strengths are many:  she is a highly independent, creative, and talented thinker.  She is a highly engaged team player, always striving to help improve the endeavor and institution.  She knows computers inside out, and is a computer programmer, although has so many other talents, that this becomes just a tool for her.  Among her talents, she also works very well with everyone she encounters, and is a very friendly and highly engaging person.  

After over eight years in higher education institutions, Janel has made herself invaluable through her ability to successfully take-on any task, and excel in it.  She has an amazingly high degree of integrity, and perfectly understands the nature of confidentiality at the administrative level.  

During the eight years of working with me, she has trained many faculty members across several different professional development needs, such as technology, data base, and research, and has also planned and organized all our staff/faculty retreats and faculty development events.  

But among her greatest strengths, is her ability to know, intimately, each unit’s accreditation requirements and needs, and has greatly enhanced the success ability of each unit to achieve high-stakes accreditation.  Within this ability, Janel has had to also had to make many decisions and provide high-level communication structures that meet everyone’s needs.  She did all this extremely well, and ever with a nice sense of humor, effectiveness, and amazing professionalism. 
I am sorry to see Janel Depew leave UM-Flint, but know that she will be incredibly invaluable wherever she goes.  And as can be seen from my comments, I have only exemplary things to say in regard to Janel, and her abilities and talents.  I give her my highest recommendation, for she is truly talented professional.  

Should you have any questions or have need of further information, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

Susanne Chandler, Ph.D.

Dean
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